Introduction and Welcome

Be still

Be attentive to the divine presence
(a silent pause is kept)
God of death and resurrection

as the seasons move into winter 

We come to you 

in the midst of death

We welcome your life giving Spirit

as mortals made in your image 

We welcome each other 

Welcoming the God of the circle of the seasons

(as the leaders read each prayer the people face that direction)
God of the East and sun rising

We call to you to bring us light

God of the South and the warm breeze

We call to you to be the embrace between us

God of the West and sun setting

We call to you as we enter the dark season

God of the North and the cold winds

We call to you to be the fire in our hearts
Christ Jesus

Be the life within us

Be the love between us

Be the light that guides us

This day 

And for eternity

Celebrating Harvest Home

Come ye thankful people come, 

Raise the song of harvest home

All is safely gathered in

Ere the winter storms begin

God our maker doth provide

For our wants to be supplied

Come to God’s own temple come

Raise the song of harvest home

All the world is God’s own field

Fruit unto God’s praise to yield

Wheat and tares together sown

Unto joy or sorrow grown

First the blade and then the ear

Then the full corn shall appear

Lord of harvest grant that we

Wholesome grain and pure may be

For the lord our God shall come

And shall take his harvest home

From God’s field shall in that day

All offenses purge away

Give his angels charge at last

In the fire the tares to cast

But the fruitful ears to store

In his garner ever more

Even so lord quickly come

Bring thy final harvest home

Gather thou thy people in

Free from sorrow, free from sin

There forever purified 

In thy garner to abide

Come with all they angels come

Raise the song of harvest home.

A Season of Reflection and Rest 
A season of Remembering …. 
A Season of facing the darkness (St Patrick’s Breastplate)
I bind unto myself today
the strong name of the Trinity,
by invocation of the same,
the three in one, and one in three.

I bind unto myself today
the power of God to hold and lead,
his eye to watch, his might to stay,
his ear to hearken to my need;
the wisdom of my God to teach,
his hand to guide, his shield to ward,
the word of God to give me speech,
his heavenly host to be my guard.

Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in hearts of all that love me,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.

I bind unto myself the name,
the strong name of the Trinity,
by invocation of the same,
the three in one, and one in three,
of whom all nature hath creation,
eternal Creator, Spirit, Word.
Praise to the Lord of my salvation:
salvation is of Christ the Lord.

Neither death nor life nor any power 

can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

Thanks be to God.
Departing and travelling further 
(people face each direction as it is spoken)

God of the East and the suns rising

Bless us now with the inspiration of your light

God of the South and the promise of Summer

Bless us now with your warmth

God of the West as the sunsets upon us

Bless us now through the dark hours and at the time of death

God of the North and the season of coming winter

Bless us now with a season for reflection

Blessing

And May the blessing of the God of life and death 

In whom the seasons grow and fade

In whom all of us are held in love

Our Father and Mother who made us

Our Brother Jesus who mends us

Our Sustainer the Spirit who moulds us

Be upon as at this time 

And in all times to come

Go in peace, God is with us
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