
Bishop’s Statement 

 

It is a joy to be able to commend this post for your consideration, because I am sure 

that for the appropriately called and gifted person it will be a really exciting ministry 

opportunity, with the chance to make a lasting impact, locally through the 

advancement of the mission of a thriving local church, and Diocesan wide through the 

highly strategically significant work of Bishop’s Adviser for the Environment, with its 

imperative focus on helping the Diocese to achieve Carbon Net Zero by 2030. 

Sometimes with joint posts there is a legitimate question as to whether both 

responsibilities can really be exercised effectively within one working week. In this 

case there is every reason to think that is doable. The previous incumbent of 

Pattingham also had a split parochial/Diocesan role and both her ministries flourished. 

While St Chad’s is a church that in some ways punches above its weight (in terms of 

the size of the congregation and its missional impact within the community) given the 

size of the village in which it is set, it is a well resourced church, both financially and 

in terms of active, gifted laity. The Church is a beautiful place to worship in , and in 

good order, so all in all the role of incumbent has proven manageable on a 0.5 basis, 

yet also with space to put time and energy into new initiatives. 

The role of Bishop’s Adviser for the Environment is a new role within the Diocese of 

Lichfield and reflects the Diocese’s desire to move with greater urgency and 

intentionality towards the goal of Carbon Net Zero. While some travel, to Lichfield and 

elsewhere in the Diocese, will be necessary at times, much of the work can be carried 

out from home. There will be exciting opportunities within the role to work 

collaboratively with many different teams and stakeholders within the Diocese as well 

as Regionally and Nationally. 

St Chad’s is strongly committed to the care of creation, reflected in its Silver Eco 

award, and this synergy between the two roles is another reason for confidence that 

the post is ideally configurated. 

Pattingham is set within the Deanery of Trysull which is a supportive and encouraging 

context in which to minister. St Chad’s enjoys good relationships with its fellow 

churches locally and is committed to exploring further potential for working in 

partnership. 

Please read on and I hope this will inspire you to take your interest further. 

 

+Clive 

(Area Bishop of Wolverhampton) 


