
Living Faith
The Bishop’s Certificate

A resource for groups

Living Faith is a one year programme for groups who would like to 
deepen their understanding of Christian teaching, and reflect on what it 

means to have a ‘living faith’.

Through the events of the Christian year, different themes are explored 
through studying passages from the Bible, from Christian teaching and 

from the contemporary world.

Following on from the Diocesan vision statement Living Faith aims 
to encourage people to be more confident in the gospel and to be 

excited about God at work in the world around them.

Living Faith:
• Provides an opportunity to learn more about the Christian faith
• Encourages exploration of the Bible and the traditions of our faith
• Links the area of study to living as Christians in today’s world
• Help to equip us in the Church’s mission of serving Christ and 

others
• Encourages and enables us to be more confident followers of 

Christ

Living Faith courses are organised and run locally in parishes, or groups 
of parishes and enables participants to study in their own community.

The course is normally ran over one year and is divided into three 
terms.

The material for the course can be accessed from the Diocese, please 
contact Helen.

Please note the Diocese does not arrange/organise these groups.

If you would like to run a Living Faith course please register with
Helen Scheven (Training Co-ordinator)
helen.scheven@lichfield.anglican.org

Resources are made available after registering



Living Faith is an introductory course for all people who want to learn more 
about the Christian Faith and discipleship.  It follows the seasons of the 
Christian year, and looks at some key aspects of Bible study, belief and the 
work of the church. It ties in with the worshipping life of the Church as we 
journey through the Christian year and mark the key seasons and festivals.

It is possible to start at the beginning of  any of the modules.  Each module 
includes a film night and a group meal.  At the group meal, participants are 
encouraged to talk about some of the things they have been thinking about 
during the course, and to make connections between these themes and the 
experiences and circumstance of their own lives.

Living Faith courses are organised and run locally in parishes, or groups 
of parishes and enables participants to study in their own community.

The course is normally ran over one year and is divided into three terms:

Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week & Good Friday
The ten weeks of this term focus on the 
period between Christmas and Easter.  The 
module is particularly concerned with the 
story of Jesus’ death and the events that 
lead up to his crucifixion.  We explore 
what the narratives of Jesus’ ‘Passion’ - his 
suffering, tell us about who he was and 
is.  We consider why this matters to us 
today and reflect on some of the layers of 
meaning of Jesus’ persecution and death.  

Ordinary, Harvest, Advent & Christmas
The first part of the term explores the 
Christian understanding of creation, and 
asks why it is important that we identify 
God as the creator of the world, and 
indeed the universe.  It goes on to explore 
some of the implications of this in terms 
of our responsibilities to the natural 
world and to one another.  These themes 
are brought into focus by the Christian 
festival of harvest.  The sessions reflect 
on both our thanksgivings for plentiful harvests, and the way in which we 
continue to worship when the harvests are poor.

The second part of the term focuses on Christmas and the importance of 
Jesus coming into the world as one of us.  We explore the period of advent, 
preparation to encounter God amongst us and ask what difference it makes 
to believe that God chose to become ‘incarnate’, to become human as we are, 
that we might truly know him.

The module begins with the new year, and explores the way in which God 
constantly offers us new starts.

Easter, Ascension, Pentecost and Trinity
This term begins with the celebration of 
Easter; the Good News of the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ which changes the world, 
and our relationship with God forever.  
As the term continues, we look in more 
detail at who Jesus is, and why Christians 
believe he lives today.  We then explore 
some of the key beliefs of the Christian 
faith, including the understanding of God 
as Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The 
module moves on to explore how these beliefs are made manifest in the 
Christian life and  we examine what it means to be part of the Church and to 
have Good News about who we are, and who God is, that we want to share 
with others.


