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LICHFIELD DIOCESE

ELECTIONS (2024) BY DEANERY SYNODS TO DIOCESAN SYNOD

The Diocese of Lichfield is seeking candidates to stand for election to the Diocesan synod who are committed to the Diocesan vision:

	"As we follow Christ in the footsteps of St Chad, we pray that the two million people in our diocese encounter a church that is confident in the gospel, knows and loves its communities, and is excited to find God already at work in the world. We pray for a church that reflects the richness and variety of those communities. We pray for a church that partners with others in seeking the common good, working for justice as a people of hope."


	


As a member of the synod, you will play an important part in supporting and implementing the vision and mission of the Diocese, and ensuring that resources and processes of governance and decision making serve our core purpose of following Christ. 

The synod has three core areas of responsibility: vision, resources and processes and we encourage candidates who have particular experience, energy or interest in any of these. 

Who is the synod made up of?

Synod is split into House of clergy and House of laity.  
Any clerk in Holy Orders who is a member of the deanery synod can stand for election to the House of Clergy.  
Any lay person who is an actual communicant member of the Church of England of 16 years or upwards and whose name is entered on the roll of any parish in the deanery, or who is a lay person declared by the dean to be an habitual worshipper at the cathedral church of the Diocese, is qualified for election. Candidates must be nominated and seconded by a qualified elector and must indicate their willingness to serve.  THEY DO NOT HAVE TO BE A MEMBER OF A DEANERY SYNOD. 
In the case of both laity and clergy, you can only stand in one deanery. 

The Diocese of Lichfield is richly diverse and seeks a synod that reflects that diversity. Deaneries are a key unit in the workings of the diocese and we hope you will prayerfully consider who might be called to stand in these elections and who will be able both to contribute to the work of the synod and represent and communicate well with the deanery in a time of transition and change. 
The formal information for elections is below.
1.  BACKGROUND INFORMATION - KEY POINTS

(a)
Timing

Elections to be completed by end of June.  Once elected, members hold office for three years from 1st August 2024.
(b)
Houses

Elections are by separate Houses of the Deanery Synod to the corresponding Houses of the Diocesan Synod.

(c) 
Presiding Officers

House of Clergy:
The Chair of the House of Laity

House of Laity: 
The Chair of the House of Clergy

N.B.  No person shall be appointed as a presiding officer for an election by a House of a deanery synod of which he is a member.  If necessary, the Bishop will appoint another Presiding Officer.

(d) 
Electorate

Electors are those whose names and addresses are recorded either in the register of clerical electors or the register of lay electors and include ex-officio members but exclude co-opted members.  No one can stand for election in more than one deanery synod.

(e) 
Electoral Registers

The register of clerical electors and lay electors are open to inspection.  Any errors or omissions in the list may be corrected until the close of nominations and copies of the current register are being sent to Deanery Synod Secretaries, Rural Deans and Lay Chairs for verification.  Please advise the Diocesan Office of any amendments as soon as possible.
(f)
Candidates
Those eligible to be candidates are as follows:
House of Clergy:

Any clerk in Holy Orders who is a member of the deanery synod .....  Provided that no clerk shall stand for election by more than one deanery.

House of Laity:

Any lay person who is an actual communicant member of the Church of England of 16 years or upwards and whose name is entered on the roll of any parish in the deanery or who is a lay person declared by the dean to be an habitual worshipper at the cathedral church of the Diocese, is qualified for election provided that a person whose name is entered on the roll of two or more parishes in different deaneries must choose one of these parishes for the purpose of qualification.

Candidates must be nominated and seconded by a qualified elector and must indicate their willingness to serve.  THEY DO NOT HAVE TO BE A MEMBER OF A DEANERY SYNOD.

(g) 
Voting

Nominations for election and recording of votes must be made in writing on the appropriate forms referred to in Section 3 below. These forms must be signed on the reverse by the eligible elector to be valid.

2.  SUGGESTED TIMETABLE

7th May, 2024


Email or deliver:

(a)   To all members, House of Clergy

   (i)  Notice of Election Forms 
(LD1)

  (ii)  Nomination Papers 

(LD3)

(b)   To all members, House of Laity

   (i)  Notice of Election Forms  
(LD2)

  (ii)  Nomination papers 

(LD4)

8th May – 31st May

Accept return of Nomination Papers 
(LD3 & LD4)

[N.B. The period of return must be not less than 21 days from date of despatch]
Amend registers and advise Diocesan Office of any alterations

31st May


"Nominations Close"

1st June – 4th June
Complete details on voting papers as soon as nominations close

4th June


Post or deliver voting papers 

(LD5 & LD6)

5th June – 25th June

Accept return of Voting Papers

25th June


"Polls Close"

25th – 27th June

Count votes

28th June
Inform Diocesan Secretary, St. Mary's House, using form LD7 by email if possible to jo.durber@lichfield.anglican.org 

28th June
Inform all candidates.

1st November


First meeting of new Diocesan Synod.

3.  THE FORMS

The undermentioned forms are being sent to all Deanery Synod Secretaries with this letter. (If these go astray or otherwise need to be replaced, please email jo.durber@lichfield.anglican.org ).
LD1
Notice of Election Form
-
Clergy

LD2
Notice of Election Form
-
Laity

LD3
Nomination Form 

-
Clergy

LD4
Nomination Form

-
Laity

LD5
Voting Paper


-
Clergy

LD6
Voting Paper


-
Laity

LD7
Notification of Results

You can use these as "masters" for the production of your own forms. 
Please enter the following details on the forms: 
(a)  
Name of Deanery.

(b)  
The numbers to be elected to each House as per the allocation of seats schedule [LD8] endorsed by the Diocesan Synod.
(c)  
Date of election and latest dates for submission of nomination papers/voting forms. These can be either in accordance with the timetable suggested or as decided by the Presiding Officer.

(d)  
The name and address of the person from whom nomination forms can be obtained and to whom nomination forms and voting papers are to be returned.

(e)  
The latest date for the return of these forms.

(f)
The date and signature of the Presiding Officer

Candidates are strongly encouraged to prepare a statement setting out in not more than 100 words their commitment to the Diocesan vision and relevant experience, energy and interest in any of the core areas of vision, resources and processes. A separate sheet is enclosed for these and it is suggested that these statements are set out in the same order as the names appear on the voting paper on a separate sheet and provided to voters.
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